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There was a session of Congress pursuant to the sum-
mons of the chairmen of two Radical Party Committees,
who stated in their call that nothing must be done, and
that, therefore, the Members must convene and do it.
I have seen but brief report, but the programme seems
to have been carried out. What a burlesque on govern-
ment! The two or three Democratic Representatives who
were present appear to have been bewildered or stupefied,
and before recovering themselves a motion to adjourn was
made and carried without a test vote or roll call to show
that a quorum was or was not present.

September 22, Tuesday. Judge Mason of Annapolis, one
of the most sensible and best minds in Maryland, called on
me and stated some facts in relation to the intrigues of Vice-
Admiral Porter and his partisan conduct. Among other
things he mentioned that when General Grant went to
Annapolis, a few days after he was nominated at Chicago,
Porter fired salutes and made great demonstrations. For
two days there was polishing and great exultation. Until
about the time of the impeachment movement, Porter had
been an open friend, and frank but not partisan supporter
of the Administration. But when impeachment was de-
cided upon, Porter became suddenly an intense partisan,
scandalizing and abusing the President. About that time
impeachment was considered certain, and the arrangement,
as understood, was that Wade, if President, should make
Porter Secretary of the Navy. Then, if Grant was elected,
Porter was to be continued. Before Grant was nominated,
he had never been received with salutes at Annapolis,
though he frequently visited the Academy.

All but Browning were present at the Cabinet-meeting.
The Attorney-General mentioned the difficulties in rela-
tion to the appointment of District Attorney for the east-
ern district of Pennsylvania. Judge Cadwalader refuses to
swear in or recognize O'Neal. Mr. Evarts says no other
man can officiate.